IN THE MATTER OF
TIMOTHY DOWNING,                                                                                                                                                    REGULATION OF WATER  - SMITHFIELD, MERCER, ROME                                                                                KENNEBEC AND SOMERSET COUNTIE S                                                                                                                           LEVELS AND MINIMUM FLOWS of NORTH POND )                                                                                                     L-30629-36-A-N )

 As president of the East Pond Association, I, Edith Cornwall, would like to rebut  a few comments in Mr. Timothy Downing’s January 24, 2025 Pre–Hearing Testimony on the Water Level Petition- North Pond (Smithfield, Mercer, Rome).
Coffin Dam Flow – East Pond Serpentine (Page 7)
· The Original Petition submitted by Mr. Downing on November, 21 2023 included mention of East Pond. The East Pond Association became involved at that time not because of the DEP response as stated in the first paragraph.
The October 2024 picture entitled Sunset Condos, Harlow Stream (Bottom of Page 7)
· The East Pond Coffin Dam needed major repairs which required a cofferdam. Our contractor, Steve Liberty, requested that the water level be as low as possible prior to the start of this project thus both gates were opened by Labor Day of 2024.  There was very little water flowing over the crest of the dam when the repairs began on September 30, 2024. The gates were raised and lowered during the repairs and the cofferdam also restricted the flow.  The project was completed on October 17, 2024 and both gates have been raised since that date. I have a copy of the contractor’s statement that I will bring to the hearing but I am presently traveling and do not have that statement in my possession at this time.
2. Smithfield Tradition/ Impact to Perch (Page 8) 
· When Mr. Downing submitted his Petition to Set Water Levels/Minimum Flows on November 21, 2023 he included The North Pond Mercer and Smithfield, Twps., Somerset Co., Rome Twp., Kennebec Co.  U.S.G.S. Norridgewock, ME Fishes page.  This page was originally “Surveyed” in 1940 but was revised in 1953 and 1989.  
· Paragraph 3 states “Northern pike, which were illegally introduced to the Belgrade lakes several years ago, are now present in North Pond.  How the presence of this large, voracious predator will affect existing sport fishes is uncertain at this time.”
· Northern pike have been in North Pond for at least 35 years.
· “Northern pike are opportunistic feeders and can be best described as carnivorous, feeding primarily on fishes, invertebrates and amphibians. But, pike have been known to prey upon snakes, small mammals such as mice and voles, and even waterfowl” according to the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

WHITE PERCH MANAGEMENT PLAN located on the Maine DEP website
DEPARTMENT OF INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE DIVISION OF FISHERIES AND HATCHERIES
PREPARED BY MICHAEL R. SMITH REGIONAL FISHERIES BIOLOGIST REGION F

·  “The white perch spawns mainly in the spring at water temperatures around 59-60 degrees F. Spawning takes place in shallow water over almost any bottom type.  The eggs hatch in 4-5 days at 59-60 degrees F. The average life span is 5-7 years. Perch can survive and often thrive in most Maine lakes and ponds of approximately 50 acres or more in size and about 25 feet or more in depth if the deeper water is not depleted of oxygen during the winter months.  Their reproductive potential is so great that only major mortalities induced by unfavorable weather at spawning time can cause failures in certain year classes”.
From Fisheries Resource Supervisor Jason Seiders – found on the Maine DEP website 
· “Some other species that have VERY sustainable populations in central and midcoast Maine are black crappie, white perch, and yellow perch. These species have no size or bag limit, and they’re excellent to eat. These species are incredibly prolific and it’s unlikely that angler harvest will have much of an impact on these species in this region. Anglers shouldn’t feel bad about harvesting these fish, but please utilize them appropriately and bring them home with you.”
Mr. Downing noted that many changes had occurred in Smithfield over the years.  The East Pond Dam did have water flowing during the spring of 2024.  The perch did not come to spawn in the stream below the dam.  Change is hard to accept but perhaps the East Pond Association is not the only factor affecting the spawning of the North Pond perch population.

Respectfully submitted,

Edith Cornwall
East Pond Association President
289 Brickett Point Ests.
Oakland, ME  04963
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